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Following a TB outbreak in 1954, Mr. 

Alstrom was sent to a boarding school 
in southeast Alaska with many other 
children from Alaska villages. As the 
Vietnam War was escalating, he grad-
uated from one of these boarding 
schools and promptly enlisted in the 
U.S. Air Force, serving his country. 
Soon thereafter, he left his wife and 
two children stateside and headed to 
southeast Asia. During the war, the 
newly minted Sergeant Alstrom served 
in Thailand, preparing aircraft on their 
way to strike North Vietnam. 

On completion of his service, William 
and his family returned home to St. 
Mary’s, where he invested himself in 
his village and continued to grow and 
raise his family. Today, William con-
tinues to serve—this time as mayor of 
his community and president of his vil-
lage corporation. 

In 2002, William applied for the Alas-
ka Native veteran’s allotment he was 
entitled to by law. Following an exten-
sive application and vetting process, in 
2009, the Bureau of Land Management, 
BLM, deeded him two 80-acre parcels 
located in the Yukon Delta National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

With his deed in hand, William trans-
ported lumber and other supplies to 
one of his parcels on his skiff, spent 
countless hours clearing trees and 
brush, and finally built a small cabin 
and fish camp for him and his family to 
enjoy. 

Out of the blue a few years later, the 
Fish and Wildlife Service realized that 
errors had been made by the Fish and 
Wildlife Service and BLM personnel, 
both in the surveying and application 
approval process. Instead of being lo-
cated on general refuge lands, the two 
allotment parcels were located within 
the congressionally designated 
Andreafsky Wilderness Area. Con-
veying allotments in wilderness areas 
is prohibited by law. Similarly, making 
improvements to the land, such as con-
structing a cabin, cutting trees, or 
clearing bush, is also prohibited. As a 
result, the BLM canceled the deed to 
the two parcels, plunging this Alaska 
Native veteran and the status of his al-
lotment and cabin into a state of 
limbo. 

After this decision, William con-
tacted me for assistance. To their cred-
it, the BLM quickly admitted that 
both they and the Fish and Wildlife 
Service screwed up. Though, after look-
ing into their options, they also admit-
ted that they couldn’t fix their mis-
takes administratively. In an attempt 
to resolve the issue, the BLM offered 
William two parcels of equal size else-
where in the region. While he agreed to 
accept one of the replacement parcels, 
the second proposed parcel excluded his 
cabin. 

My amendment today would approve 
his application for the second original 
parcel, subsequently saving his cabin 
and fish camp from demolition. 

Though two Federal agencies are at 
fault, my Alaska Native constituent is 
the one being forced to bear the full 

cost of their errors. The purpose of my 
amendment is simply to allow a vet-
eran to retain the 80-acre parcel with 
the cabin on it, at no cost to the tax-
payer. 

An identical version of this amend-
ment was adopted by voice vote when 
the Senate Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee held their markup 
of the Green Mountain Lookout Herit-
age Protection Act, of which the House 
version is included in today’s package. 

As you well know, I am no proponent 
of the fact that the Federal Govern-
ment is the landlord of well over 60 per-
cent of my State. Think about this: 60 
percent. I generally oppose wilderness 
areas. I have often had an adversarial 
relationship with Federal land manage-
ment agencies. All of that aside, this 
amendment is not meant to make a 
statement for or against wilderness 
designations, but rather to fix a unique 
issue for a truly deserving Vietnam 
veteran. At its core, fixing issues like 
this is what we do well when we are 
sent to Washington. Mr. Alstrom, like 
his father before him, served this coun-
try with honor and dignity, and he de-
serves similar treatment from this gov-
ernment in return. 

I hope you will join me today in fix-
ing this unfortunate mistake and allow 
this gentleman and his family to move 
on with their lives by supporting this 
simple amendment to H.R. 2954. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The CHAIR. If no Member is seeking 

recognition in opposition, the question 
is on the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 

Chairman, I move that the Committee 
do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
YOUNG of Alaska) having assumed the 
chair, Mr. DENHAM, Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration 
the bill (H.R. 2954) to authorize 
Escambia County, Florida, to convey 
certain property that was formerly 
part of Santa Rosa Island National 
Monument and that was conveyed to 
Escambia County subject to restric-
tions on use and reconveyance, had 
come to no resolution thereon. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 11:15 a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 51 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 

tempore (Mr. BYRNE) at 11 o’clock and 
15 minutes a.m. 

f 

PUBLIC ACCESS AND LANDS 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 472 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2954. 

Will the gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. HOLDING) kindly take the 
chair. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
2954) to authorize Escambia County, 
Florida, to convey certain property 
that was formerly part of Santa Rosa 
Island National Monument and that 
was conveyed to Escambia County sub-
ject to restrictions on use and re-
conveyance, with Mr. HOLDING (Acting 
Chair) in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-

mittee of the Whole rose earlier today, 
amendment No. 5 printed in part A of 
House Report 113–340, offered by the 
gentleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG), 
had been disposed of. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will 
now resume on those amendments 
printed in part A of House Report 113– 
340 on which further proceedings were 
postponed, in the following order: 

Amendment No. 1 by Mr. GRIJALVA of 
Arizona. 

Amendment No. 3 by Mr. LABRADOR 
of Idaho. 

The Chair will reduce to 2 minutes 
the minimum time for any electronic 
vote after the first vote in this series. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR. GRIJALVA 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GRI-
JALVA) on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the noes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 190, noes 224, 
not voting 17, as follows: 

[Roll No. 51] 

AYES—190 

Andrews 
Barber 
Barrow (GA) 
Bass 
Beatty 

Becerra 
Bera (CA) 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 

Bonamici 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
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